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11 Educational Aims of Course

The primary purpose of the course is to provide the necessary foundation for professional activity in architecture and related areas, through the acquisition of core knowledge and design skills.  The course is Prescribed by the Architects Registration Board and Validated by the Royal Institute of British Architects and is designed to provide exemption from the Professional Examinations at Part 1
The course aims are to produce graduates with following attributes:

· An ability to generate design proposals using understanding of a body of knowledge, some at the current boundaries of professional practice and the academic discipline of architecture.
· An ability to apply a range of communication methods and media to present design proposals clearly and effectively
· An understanding of the alternative materials, processes and techniques that apply to architectural design and building construction
· An ability to evaluate evidence, arguments and assumptions to make and present sound judgements in a structured discourse relating to architectural culture, theory and design.
· An understanding of the context of the architect and the construction industry, and the professional qualities needed for decision making in complex and unpredictable circumstances.
· An ability to identify individual learning needs and understand the personal responsibility required for further professional education
The approach that the course takes to develop these basic attributes is highly distinctive, being routed in the exploration, evaluation and response to context.

There are two named awards comprising 330 credits worth of common modules and 30 credits worth of alternative study in final year (see section 13 Course Structures and Requirements, Levels, Modules, Credits and Awards, below). The student experience on both strands is led by a series of themed design studio modules. The design studios, each lasting for approximately a term, focus on an area of learning and development, and build upon ideas and skills explored in previous studios. 

This central learning thread forms the backbone of the ethos that Architecture is a narrative response to context, expressed through elegant, material, spatial, formal and environmental design. Critical analysis and evaluation are key skills in the examination of context, and critical techniques of representation are vital in synthesising findings into a legible architectural response, and communicating an articulate, tectonic composition.
12 Intended Learning Outcomes

The course provides opportunities for students to develop and demonstrate knowledge and understanding, skills, qualities and other attributes in the following areas:

Knowledge and Understanding

1 The practical and professional environment in which architecture is produced and the changing roles and responsibilities of the architect and the other professions within it. (H)
2 Client and user requirements and the physical, contextual and economic parameters that contribute to the development of an architectural design brief. (F,I,H)
3 The building regulations, planning procedures and other statutory legislation, including issues of health and safety in relation to the design and construction of buildings. (I,H)
4 The economic factors that relate to the design and construction of buildings and mechanisms for controlling building costs. (H)
5 Environmental, constructional and structural technologies and their relationship to the design and production of architecture. (F,I,H)
6 The alternative materials, processes and techniques available to architects in a variety of contexts. (I,H)
7 Global and regional ecologies and the utilisation of appropriate environmental and material technologies in different climatic and socio economic regions. (I,H)
8 The historical and contextual issues of urbanisation and development. (I,H)
9 The history of architecture, art and design and associated theories. (F,I,H)
Intellectual Abilities

10 A considered theoretical approach to the design of buildings arising from a sound philosophical and historical perspective. (F,I,H)
11 Discover, source and collate pertinent information, to analyse evaluate, and critique it objectively and subjectively, and to employ and synthesise it to an end, either defined or undefined. (I,H)
12 Establish own objectives and pursue them through a logical and creative process. (F,I,H)
13 Critically appraise precedent in order to inform design development. (F,I,H)
14 Use innovative thinking, creativity and invention to approach problem solving. (F,I,H)
Professional/Subject Practical Skills

15 Design buildings which demonstrate a commitment to their social purpose and a response to the needs of their users. (F,I,H)
16 Design buildings which respond to their environmental, urban or rural context and which acknowledge the considerations and potential of external space. (F,I,H)
17 Design buildings of moderate complexity which exhibit a well considered technological strategy and which integrate structural, constructional and environmental systems with the formal qualities of design. (F,I,H)
18 Design buildings that consider environmental sustainability and provide comfortable internal environments. (F,I,H)
19 Use techniques of representation critically as part of the process of design and the communication of ideas to others. (F,I,H)
20 Professionally communicate research, documentation, ideas and proposals, appropriately and creatively, using a variety of manual and digital media and other information technologies. (F,I,H)
Transferable Skills

21 Identify personal strengths and needs, through reflective practice and review and assume responsibility for continuing professional education. (F,I,H)
22 Anticipate and accommodate change and be able to work within contexts of ambiguity or unfamiliarity. Respond and adapt to changing circumstances with flexibility and confidence. (I,H)
23 Openness to new ideas and sensibilities and active curiosity and enquiry. (F,I,H)
24 Work co-operatively as part of a team, interact effectively with others through collaboration, collective endeavour and negotiation. (F,I,H)
25 Work independently, with initiative and self-motivation, set goals, manage workload and meet deadlines. (F,I,H)
26 Make presentations to audiences in a range of situations, express and articulate them comprehensibly and convincingly in visual, verbal and written forms. (F,I,H)
27 Formulate and articulate reasoned responses to the critical judgements of others. (F,I,H)
28 Be motivated towards quality and excellence. (F,I,H)
13 Course Structures and Requirements, Levels, Modules, Credits and Awards

The course structure (see diagram below) consists of 120 credits per academic year (Foundation, Intermediate and Honours) leading to specific named awards for Certificate of HE, Diploma of HE, BA and BA (Hons). All students enroll on BA (Hons) Architecture and undertake a common set of modules in first and second year, only beginning to specialise in their final year of study. The BA (Hons) Architecture (International) variant to the course is introduced to students during the second year of study and, towards the end of second year, students will receive focused guidance on the options available in preparation for the final year, including details of the additional costs associated with the BA (Hons) Architecture (International).
The course is structured in such a way that 50% of the students’ time is dedicated to design activity within a series of Design Studio modules. In each year of study there are 2 Design Studio modules, each is worth 30 credits. These are supported by three 20 credit modules in Technology, History and Theory and Personal Development.

Course Structure, Credit Value and Exit Awards:

Please note: 

All modules are ‘compulsory’ in accordance with professional body requirements.

The second letter of the module code will be ‘F’, ‘I’ or ‘H’ indicating the level of the module.

	Year
	Modules
	Credit
	Award

	1
	TFA1121   History & Theory 1
Spatial and Visual Culture
	20
	

	
	TFA1240  Technology 1
An Introduction to Architectural Technology
	20
	

	
	TFA1440  Personal Development 1
An Introduction to Communication Skills
	20
	

	
	TFA1840  Design Studio 1
Basic Principles of Design
	30
	120 F level credits. Exit award:

	
	TFA1841  Design Studio 2
Theory and Form
	30
	Certificate of Higher Education in Architecture

	2
	TIA1121    History & Theory 2 

Place and Precedent
	20
	

	
	TIA1240   Technology 2
Integrated Technology
	20
	

	
	TIA1440   Personal Development 2

Techniques of Representation
	20
	

	
	TIA1840  Design Studio 3

Place and Architecture
	30
	120 F and 120 I level credits.

	
	TIA1841   Design Studio 4

Integrated Design
or

TIA1842   Design Studio 4 (European)

Integrated Design
	30

30
	Exit Award: Diploma in Higher Education in Architecture



	3
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	120 F, 120 I and any 60 H level credits

	
	THA1121 History and Theory 3
Architectural Dissertation
	20
	Exit Award:  

BA Architecture

	
	THA1240  Technology 3
Materials and Tectonics
	20
	Exit Award:  

BA Architecture

	
	THA1440 Personal Development 3

Professional Studies
	20
	(Not exempt from 

RIBA part 1.)

	
	THA1840  Design Studio 5

Event, Space, Form
	30
	120 F, 120 I and 120 H level credits

	
	THA1841  Design Studio 6

Culture, Context, Place
	30
	Exit Award: BA (Hons) Architecture

Exempt from RIBA part 1

	
	Or (If the ‘International’ option is chosen)
	
	or

	
	THA1842  Design Studio 6
Culture, Context, Place (International)


	30
	Exit Award: BA (Hons) Architecture (International). 

Exempt from RIBA part 1


Each module has a subtitle, which gives an overview of the nature of the content of the module and relates to the development of students from well supported introductory studies in first year through the development of critical skills and integrated thinking skills in second year to a position of self directed and very independent learning in final year as preparation for further development in architectural practice and further studies at RIBA/ARB part 2

The Design Studio modules are subtitled:

1 Basic Principles of Design

2 Theory and Form

3 Place and Architecture

4 Integrated Design/
   Integrated Design (European)
5 Event, Space, Form

6 Culture, Context, Place/

   Culture, Context, Place (International)

The Technology modules are subtitled:

1 An Introduction to Architectural Technology

2 Integrated Technology

3 Materials and Tectonics

The History and Theory Modules are subtitled:

1 Spatial and Visual Culture

2 Place and Precedent

3 Architectural Dissertation

The Personal Development modules are subtitled:

1 An introduction to Communication Skills

2 Techniques of Representation

3 Professional Studies

In the first year all students undertake all modules. 

The second year introduces an optional field study. In the second term students can choose to take TIA1841 Design Studio 4: Integrated Design or TIA1842 Design Studio 4: Integrated Design (European). Both modules run in parallel and are essentially the same, apart from the fact that, if they choose the TIA1842 option then they will commit to a field study visit to a European city.
In the final year all students will undertake the modules THA1121 History and Theory 3 Architectural Dissertation, THA1240 Technology 3 Materials and Tectonics, THA1440 Personal Development 3 Professional Studies and THA1840 Design Studio 5 Event, Space, Form.

Students who opt to stay on the BA (Hons) Architecture route will undertake module THA1841 Design Studio 6: Culture, Context, Place, in which they will be asked to consider the context of a specific region (normally within the UK), to critically evaluate the history, tradition, technology, environment, culture and society and to undertake a Major Design Project to design a building that is authentic and responsive to the place studied.

Students who choose the BA (Hons) Architecture (International) option will undertake module THA1842 Design Studio 6: Culture, Context, Place (International), in which they will visit a non-European Cultural region for around 3 - 4 weeks, during which time they will be immersed in the local culture. They will be asked to critically evaluate the history, tradition, technology, environment, culture and society and to undertake a Major Design Project to design a design a building that is authentic and responsive to the place studied. 

The costs associated with undertaking TIA1842 and THA1842 will be explained to the students as part of the guidance provided to them at the beginning of the course. 
The module THA1121 History and Theory 3 Architectural Dissertation is an opportunity for students to examine the development, present state or possible future developments of a particular aspect of architecture in which they have a keen interest. The intention is that this research will relate to and support the Major Design Project. Module THA1240 Technology 3 Materials and Tectonics, is specifically designed to allow students to examine architectural technologies and the material and tectonic detail resolution of their Major Design Project in the adjacent module THA1841 Design Studio 6: Culture, Context, Place or THA1842 Design Studio 6: Culture, Context, Place (International).
14 Teaching, Learning and Assessment

Assessment regulations are as detailed in the University of Huddersfield handbook of Regulations for Awards and Students’ Handbook on Regulations.

A range of assessment methods is adopted to test the learning outcomes within each module.  Usually, assessment is by presentation of a portfolio of design work, written assignment, seminar presentation or classroom test, either individually or in groups.  The criteria for assessment are stated in the modules: students will obtain feedback related to these criteria.  The course is structured so that, as the student progresses through the course, assessment becomes more focused on the student’s ability to selectively obtain, analyse and present information.

It is expected that assignments will be presented in an appropriate format.

In order to ensure uniformity of marking, moderation of assignments is routinely undertaken on samples from the top, middle and bottom of the spectrum of grades.  In addition, all assignments from intermediate and honours level modules will be available for moderation by the external examiner.
The Honours classification for students who have successfully completed compulsory/directed modules worth 360 credits will be determined from both intermediate and honours level modules taken as per University Regulations (section E2.10, University of Huddersfield Regulations for Awards).

Classification will be based on the numerical average of marks awarded for all graded Intermediate (I) and Honours (H) level modules undertaken as part of the student's programme of study, with the best marks totalling 100 credits at each level being included in the calculation. In this calculation all H level credits will carry a weighting of 2 and all I level credits will carry a weighting of 1.

An unclassified degree may be awarded if a student completes 300 credits, which must include 60 Honours level credits. Students who enter third year with accredited prior learning for 240 F/I level credits must complete 120 honours level credits in final year.

The course has been designed to maintain prescription by the Architects' Registration Board (ARB) and validation by the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) to provide exemption from the RIBA Part 1 examination in architecture.

The award of an unclassified degree will not provide exemption from the RIBA Part 1 examination.

15 Support for Students and Their Learning

The University of Huddersfield provides a range of central facilities to support students and course tutors refer students as appropriate.  

The main facilities within Student Central are as follows:

· International Office provides help and support for all overseas students. The University has a programme of study support for all international students where international students will be invited to attend an international learning development module as part of their studies.

· Computing and Library Services provide induction and on-going support for all students.

· A distributed network of learning support units open to all students.
· Student Services provides specialist advice and support in the areas of careers, pastoral care, local child care facilities, counselling, welfare and immigration, and disability and runs the University Faith Centre. Information on the range of student services can be found on their website at:  http://students.hud.ac.uk/wellbeing-disability-services/disabilityservices
Course Level Support:

· Induction packs sent to students prior to arrival at University followed by an induction programme for orientation and introducing study skills at the beginning of term.

· Student handbook and on-line module guides.

· Studio Culture and Workshop facilities.

· Fieldtrips (optional). 

· Specialist PC & CAD facilities. 

· Virtual learning environment, University VLE. 

· Print Bureau  
· Personal Academic Tutor System. Academic Skills Tutor.

Personal Development Planning (PDP)

Personal Development Planning will be used to enhance student ability to reflect upon their own learning within and across modules. The process includes self-reflection, recording, target setting, action planning, and monitoring. It will be formally introduced to students as part of module TFA1440 Personal Development 1 and will underpin the subsequent Modules TIA1440 Personal Development 2 and THA1440 Personal Development 3

It is embedded within the course so that students are asked to think about their own work and the work of colleagues and to reflect upon feedback at tutorials, reviews/discussions and so on. In this way each student will be asked to consider how they might plan their personal development more effectively

Students will keep a personal development file which will include relevant material stored in a safe and organised fashion.  The PDP file will be discussed with personal tutors at key points throughout the year. Prior to each of these discussions student will be asked to complete a pro forma that allows for specific reflection on progress in each module.

Equal Opportunities
In admitting students and in teaching and assessing them, the course operates in conformity with the University and School of Art, Design and Architecture’s policies on equal opportunities.

Equality Act 2010
In admitting students, and in teaching and assessing them, the course operates in conformity with Precept 8 of the QAA Code of Practice for Disabled Students in line with the Equality Act (2010). The QAA Code of Practice (2010) and the Equality Act (2010) may be accessed through the following web pages: http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/pdfs/ukpga_20100015_en.pdf.

16 Criteria for Admission

Candidates must be able to satisfy the general admissions requirements of the University of Huddersfield and the specific requirements of the course in one of the following ways:

School/College leavers to have reached the age of 17.5 years on admission.

Minimum entry requirements fall within the University regulations. The students apply for the course through UCAS.  The minimum entry requirements for the course are normally:
1)
Satisfactory completion of an interview, and

2)
Submission of a portfolio of design work, and

3)


(a)
Passes in five subjects at GCE/ A levels/GCSE which must include a minimum of 12 units of 136-120 UCAS tariff points, including at least 2 A levels

AND/OR
(b)
Satisfactory completion of a diploma in foundation studies in (Art and  Design).

AND/OR
(c)
A Scottish Certification of Education with passes in 5 subjects including passes in four subjects at the higher level

AND/OR
(d)
National Diploma awarded by Ed Excel Foundation (formerly BTEC) in relevant subject area – Distinction, Distinction, Distinction
AND/OR
(e)
The Irish Leaving Certificate with grades BBCC in 4 subjects at higher level

AND/OR
(f)
An European Baccalaureate 

AND/OR
(g)
An International Baccalaureate

AND/OR
(h)
Qualifications deemed equivalent to the above

AND/OR    
(i)
A national certificate awarded by Ed Excel Foundation (formerly BTEC) in relevant subject area Distinction or above and 1 A-level at grade B or above.

Mature students with no, or few, formal qualifications will be considered for admission but will be expected to show their aptitude and suitability for the course.

Applicants with prior learning or prior experiential learning will be considered individually by the School APLA/APEL panel (a student seeking credit within the structure of the course may claim accreditation for prior learning (APLA) and/or prior experiential learning (APEL) which is equivalent to that arising from the relevant modules of study).  The School APLA/APEL panel will look at each applicant individually to assess whether the applicant has acquired the necessary skills and knowledge deemed appropriate to be granted credit where applicable on the Courses. 

Holders of an EdExcel/BTEC Higher National Diploma (or equivalent) may be considered for entry to year two with a specific credit.  Students seeking entry via this route may be given directed studies in certain subjects.

Holders of a Foundation Degree may be considered for entry to advanced stages of the course with a specific credit.  Students seeking entry via this route may be given directed studies in certain subjects.

Exceptionally, the Admissions Panel may admit an applicant whose qualifications do not conform to the above requirements.

Mature and Overseas Students (considered on an individual basis)
Students whose first language is not English will need to meet the minimum requirements of an English Language qualification. The minimum for IELTS is 6.0 overall with no element lower than 5.5, or equivalent will be considered acceptable.
Students from courses elsewhere in the University of Huddersfield who wish to transfer to BA (Hons) Architecture/Architecture (International) in the Second or Third Year will be required to attend an interview and to discuss the work in their portfolio.  At the discretion of the Course Leader they may be required to undertake up to an additional 20 credit Foundation or Intermediate level module during the subsequent year of study.

Applicants who believe they can demonstrate their suitability for the course are encouraged to apply. Applicants with prior learning or prior experiential learning will be considered individually.

17 Methods for Evaluating and Improving the Quality and Standards of Teaching and Learning

The University’s Teaching and Learning Committee has the ultimate responsibility for quality and standards of teaching and learning in the University; 
Validation takes place under the University regulations and Quality Assurance Procedures for taught courses.  Periodic subject reviews take place on a rolling quinquennial programme and focus inter alia on the arrangements for quality assurance management and enhancement, assessment and teaching and learning opportunities, C&IT strategies, the articulation and assurance of standards, external examiner reports and evaluation, links with professional bodies, employers and other external organisations;

University ensures that arrangements for approval, validation and quality assurance of collaborative provision are of the same level as those expected for campus-based courses;

Staff development priorities in the University are based on achieving excellence in learning, teaching and scholarship;

Annual Evaluation of Courses is the responsibility of the School Board.  The Course Committee prepares an annual evaluation report that includes information under the following headings:

· Outstanding issues from the previous year

· Student achievement

· Standards

· Student learning opportunities/experience

· Teaching and curriculum development
· Student applications/enrolment

· Management and resources
· Summary of actions required
Reports are considered by the Annual Evaluation Committee, which includes a nominated representative of the University’s Teaching and Learning Committee.  The School Board considers the minutes and identifies any actions required at School level.  The School Board reports to the University’s Teaching and Learning Committee that, in turn, identifies any actions required at University level.

Amendments to courses and to course and module documents are considered by the School Accreditation and Validation Panel.

A course evaluation questionnaire is distributed annually to students and the results considered by Course Committee.

Each module is evaluated on an annual basis and a short report considered by the Course Committee

School Teaching and Learning Committee overseas the development of teaching and learning in the school and offers small grants to staff to support research and innovation in teaching and learning

University strongly encourages student representation on all major committees within the University. Students are also invited to be representatives on Student Panel, Course, School Teaching and Learning and School Board committees. The Student Panel meets once a term and matters of concern are reported to the Course Committee.

18 Regulation of Assessment

Assessment regulations are as detailed in the University of Huddersfield Handbook of Regulations for Awards and Students’ Handbook on Regulations.

1 Students’ Handbook of Regulations:
Taught students - University of Huddersfield
Regulations for Awards: 

https://www.hud.ac.uk/policies/registry/awards-taught/  

General Link for all regulatory handbooks: 
Taught students - University of Huddersfield
An overview of assessment details are provided in the Student Course Handbook and a full assessment brief provided within Module Guides

The minimum pass mark is 40% for each module.

Normally full-time students must achieve 120 credits in each stage in order to progress. Exceptionally, in the light of good overall performance elsewhere, students may be allowed to trail one 20-credit module into the following year. 30-credit Design Studio modules cannot be trailed into the following year.

In relation to courses the role and responsibilities of External Examiners is to advise the Course Assessment Board with regard to standards and fairness of assessment and, when appropriate, to consider the results of individual students in the context of the University’s current regulations.

To qualify for the award of honours degree, students must complete all course requirements.

19 Indicators of Quality and Standards

Course validated by the University of Huddersfield on 8th June 2010
Professional Body reviews: 
ARB prescription supported by professional body validation (requested by institution in a four yearly cycle) in accordance with ARB Criteria for Prescription published April 2002. (see also www.arb.org.uk)

QAA review of Architecture made of:

· Curriculum Design Content and Organisation

· Teaching Learning & Assessment

· Student Support & Guidance

· Student Progression & Achievement

· Learning Resources

· Quality Management and Enhancement

The University as a whole institution initially achieved Investors in People status in October 1999 and was reaccredited ‘unreservedly’ as an Investors in People in 2003, 2005 and 2008.

The report of the University Institutional Audit carried out in March 2010 stated that “there can be confidence in the soundness of the University’s current and likely future management of the quality of its academic courses and the academic standards of its awards”.

Please note: This specification provides a concise summary of the main features of the course and the learning outcomes that a typical student might reasonably be expected to achieve and demonstrate if he/she takes full advantage of the learning opportunities that are provided.

More detailed information on the learning outcomes, content and teaching, learning and assessment methods of each module can be found in the study module guide and course handbook. The accuracy of the information contained in this document is reviewed by the University and may be checked by the Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education.

Key sources of information about the course can be found at

http://www.hud.ac.uk
https://www.hud.ac.uk/media/policydocuments/Quality-Assurance-Procedures-for-Taught-Courses-and-Research-Awards.pdf
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	26 Make presentations to audiences in a range of situations, express and articulate them comprehensibly and convincingly in visual, verbal and written forms. (F,I,H)
	
	
	
	•
	•
	
	
	
	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	•

	27 Formulate and articulate reasoned responses to the critical judgements of others. (F,I,H)
	
	
	
	•
	•
	
	
	
	•
	•
	•
	•
	
	•
	•

	28 Be motivated towards quality and excellence. (F,I,H)
	
	
	•
	•
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
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	  TFA1121   History & Theory 1
  Spatial and Visual Culture
	  TFA1240  Technology 1
  Introduction to Architectural technology
	  TFA1440  Personal Development 1
  Introduction to Communication Skills
	  TFA1840  Design Studio 1
  Basic Principles of Design
	  TFA1841  Design Studio 2
  Theory and Form
	  TIA1121    History & Theory 2 

  Place and Precedent
	  TIA1240   Technology 2
  Integrated Technology
	  TIA1440   

  Personal Development 2 

  Techniques of representation
	  TIA1840  Design Studio 3

  Place and Architecture
	  TIA1841   Design Studio 4

  Integrated Design
	  TIA1842   Design Studio 4

  Integrated Design (European)
	THA1121 History & Theory 3
Architectural Dissertation
	  THA1240  Technology 3
  Materials and Tectonics
	  THA1440 

  Personal Development 3

  Professional Studies
	THA1840  Design Studio 5 

Event, Space, Form
	THA1841/THA1842 Desisgn Studio 6 

Cuture Context Place/

Culture Context Place International

	· GC1 Ability to create architectural designs that satisfy both aesthetic and technical requirements 
The graduate will have the ability to:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	prepare and present building design projects of diverse scale, complexity, and type in a variety of contexts, using a range of media, and in response to a brief;
	
	
	•
	•
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	•
	•
	
	
	
	•
	•

	understand the constructional and structural systems, the environmental strategies and the regulatory requirements that apply to the design and construction of a comprehensive design project;
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	•
	•
	•
	
	•
	
	•
	•

	develop a conceptual and critical approach to architectural design that integrates and satisfies the aesthetic aspects of a building and the technical requirements of its construction and the needs of the user.
	
	
	
	•
	•
	
	
	
	•
	•
	•
	
	•
	
	•
	•

	· GC2 Adequate knowledge of the histories and theories of architecture and the related arts, technologies and human sciences 
The graduate will have an adequate knowledge of:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	the differing cultural, social, intellectual histories and theories and technologies that influence the conceptual design of buildings;
	•
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	•
	•
	
	
	•
	•

	building design projects which reflect the influence of history and theory on the spatial, social, and technological aspects of architecture;
	•
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	•
	•
	
	
	•
	•

	the application of appropriate theoretical approaches to studio design projects, demonstrating a reflective and critical appreciation of architectural culture.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	•
	•
	
	
	
	•
	•

	· GC 3 Knowledge of the fine arts as an influence on the quality of architectural design 
The graduate will have knowledge of:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	the theories, practices and technologies of the arts and arts production, and the relationship of these to architectural design;
	•
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	•
	•

	the cultural relevance and impact of such work on architecture projects;
	•
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	•
	•
	
	
	•
	•

	the creative application of such work to studio design projects, both in terms of their conceptualisation and representation.
	
	
	•
	
	
	
	
	•
	•
	•
	•
	
	
	
	•
	•

	· GC4 Adequate knowledge of urban design, planning and the skills involved in the planning process 
The graduate will have an adequate knowledge of:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	theories of urban design and the future planning of communities;
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	
	
	•
	•
	
	•
	
	•

	the influence on the contemporary built environment of the design and development of cities, past and present;
	•
	
	
	
	•
	•
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	
	
	•

	contemporary planning policy and development control legislation, including social, environmental and economic aspects, and the relevance of these to design development.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	•
	
	
	•
	
	•

	· GC5 Understanding of the relationship between people and buildings, and between buildings and their environment, and the need to relate buildings and the spaces between them to human needs and scale 

The graduate will have an understanding of:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	strategies for developing natural landscapes and civic spaces, and the need to reflectively consider appropriate scale in design proposals at local, regional and global levels;
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	
	•
	•
	•
	
	
	
	•
	•

	the impact of architectural design projects on the surrounding built environment, realised within relevant precepts of sustainable design;
	
	•
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	•
	•
	•
	
	
	
	•
	•

	climatic design and the relationship between climate, form and construction, building users, and energy consumption.
	
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	•
	
	•
	•
	•
	
	•
	
	•
	•

	· GC6 Understanding of the profession of architecture and the role of the architect in society, in particular in preparing briefs that take account of social factors 
The graduate will have an understanding of:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	the nature of professionalism and the duties and responsibilities of architects to clients, building users, constructors, co-professionals and society as a whole;
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	

	the role of the architect within the design team and construction industry, recognising the importance of current methods and trends in the construction of the built environment ;
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	

	the potential impact of building projects on existing and proposed communities.
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	•
	
	
	
	
	•

	· GC7 Understanding of the methods of investigation and preparation of the brief for a design project 

The graduate will have an understanding of:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	critically reviewing precedents relevant to the function, organisation, and technological strategy of design projects;
	
	
	
	•
	•
	
	
	
	•
	•
	•
	
	
	
	•
	•

	appraising and preparing building briefs of diverse scales and types to define user requirements, and their appropriateness to site and context;
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	•
	•
	•
	
	•
	•
	•
	•

	the contributions of architects and co-professionals to the formulation of the brief, and the methods of investigation used in its preparation.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	•
	•
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	•

	· GC8 Understanding of the structural design, constructional and engineering problems associated with building design 
The graduate will have an understanding of:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	the investigation and critical appraisal of alternative structural, constructional and material systems relevant to architectural design;
	
	•
	
	
	•
	
	•
	
	•
	•
	•
	
	•
	
	•
	•

	strategies for building construction, and ability to integrate knowledge of structural theories and construction techniques;
	
	•
	
	•
	•
	
	•
	
	•
	•
	•
	
	•
	
	•
	•

	the physical properties and characteristics of building materials, components and systems, and the environmental impact of specification choices.
	
	•
	
	
	•
	
	•
	
	•
	•
	•
	
	•
	
	•
	•

	· GC9 Adequate knowledge of physical problems and technologies and the function of buildings so as to provide them with internal conditions of comfort and protection against the climate 
The graduate will have an adequate knowledge of:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	principles associated with designing optimum visual, thermal and acoustic environments;
	
	•
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	

	alternative systems for environmental comfort realised within relevant precepts of sustainable design, and ability to critically appraise these;
	
	•
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	

	strategies for building services in a design project, and ability to integrate an understanding of environmental theories and techniques.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	
	•
	
	
	•

	· GC10 The necessary design skills to meet building users' requirements within the constraints imposed by cost factors and building regulations 
The graduate will have the skills to:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	critically examine the financial factors implied in varying building types, constructional systems, and specification choices, and the impact of these on architectural design;
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	•
	
	•

	understand the cost control mechanisms which operate during the development of a project;
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	

	prepare designs that will meet building users' requirements and comply with UK legislation and health and safety requirements, both during construction and occupation.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	•
	
	
	
	•
	•

	· GC11 Adequate knowledge of the industries, organisations, regulations and procedures involved in translating design concepts into buildings and integrating plans into overall planning 

The graduate will have an adequate knowledge of:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	the fundamental legal, professional and statutory responsibilities of the architect, and the organisations, regulations and procedures involved in the negotiation and approval of architectural designs, including land law, development control, building regulations and health and safety legislation
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	

	the professional inter-relationships of individuals and organisations involved in procuring and delivering architectural projects, and how these are defined through contractual and organisational structures
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	

	the basic management theories and business principles related to running both an architects' practice and architectural projects, recognising current and emerging trends in the construction industry.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
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Mapping of QAA Benchmark Criteria against course modules.


	F
	F
	F
	F
	F
	I
	I
	I
	I
	I
	H
	H
	H
	H
	H

	
	  TFA1121   History & Theory 1
  Spatial and Visual Culture
	  TFA1240  Technology 1
  Introduction to Architectural technology
	  TFA1440  Personal Development 1
  Introduction to Communication Skills
	  TFA1840  Design Studio 1
  Basic Principles of Design
	  TFA1841  Design Studio 2
  Theory and Form
	  TIA1121    History & Theory 2 

  Place and Precedent
	  TIA1240   Technology 2
  Integrated Technology
	  TIA1440   

  Personal Development 2 

  Techniques of representation
	  TIA1840  Design Studio 3

  Place and Architecture
	  TIA1841/THA1842   Design Studio 4

  Integrated Design/ Integrated Design (European)
	THA1121 History & Theory 3
Architectural Dissertation
	  THA1240  Technology 3
  Materials and Tectonics
	  THA1440 

  Personal Development 3

  Professional Studies
	THA1840  Design Studio 5 

Event, Space, Form
	THA1841/THA1842 Design 
Studio 6
Culture Context Place/

Culture Context Place International

	1 Ability to create architectural designs that satisfy both aesthetic and technical requirements 
The graduate will have the ability to:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	prepare and present building design projects of diverse scale, complexity, and type in a variety of contexts, using a range of media, and in response to a brief;
	
	
	
	•
	•
	
	
	
	•
	•
	
	
	
	•
	•

	understand the constructional and structural systems, the environmental strategies and the regulatory requirements that apply to the design and construction of a comprehensive design project;
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	•
	•
	
	•
	
	•
	•

	develop a conceptual and critical approach to architectural design that integrates and satisfies the aesthetic aspects of a building and the technical requirements of its construction and the needs of the user.
	
	
	
	•
	•
	
	
	
	•
	•
	
	•
	
	•
	•

	2 Adequate knowledge of the histories and theories of architecture and the related arts, technologies and human sciences 
The graduate will have an adequate knowledge of:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	the differing cultural, social, intellectual histories and theories and technologies that influence the conceptual design of buildings;
	•
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	•
	
	
	•
	•

	building design projects which reflect the influence of history and theory on the spatial, social, and technological aspects of architecture;
	•
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	•
	
	
	•
	•

	the application of appropriate theoretical approaches to studio design projects, demonstrating a reflective and critical appreciation of architectural culture.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	•
	
	
	
	•
	•

	3 Knowledge of the fine arts as an influence on the quality of architectural design 
The graduate will have knowledge of:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	the theories, practices and technologies of the arts and arts production, and the relationship of these to architectural design;
	•
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	•
	•

	the cultural relevance and impact of such work on architecture projects;
	•
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	•
	
	
	•
	•

	the creative application of such work to studio design projects, both in terms of their conceptualisation and representation.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	•
	
	
	
	•
	•

	4 Adequate knowledge of urban design, planning and the skills involved in the planning process 
The graduate will have an adequate knowledge of:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	theories of urban design and the future planning of communities;
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	
	•
	•
	
	•
	
	•

	the influence on the contemporary built environment of the design and development of cities, past and present;
	•
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	
	
	•

	contemporary planning policy and development control legislation, including social, environmental and economic aspects, and the relevance of these to design development.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	•
	
	•

	5 Understanding of the relationship between people and buildings, and between buildings and their environment, and the need to relate buildings and the spaces between them to human needs and scale 

The graduate will have an understanding of:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	strategies for developing natural landscapes and civic spaces, and the need to reflectively consider appropriate scale in design proposals at local, regional and global levels;
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	
	•
	•
	
	
	
	•
	•

	the impact of architectural design projects on the surrounding built environment, realised within relevant precepts of sustainable design;
	
	•
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	•
	•
	
	
	
	•
	•

	climatic design and the relationship between climate, form and construction, building users, and energy consumption.
	
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	•
	
	•
	•
	
	•
	
	•
	•

	6 Understanding of the profession of architecture and the role of the architect in society, in particular in preparing briefs that take account of social factors 
The graduate will have an understanding of:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	the nature of professionalism and the duties and responsibilities of architects to clients, building users, constructors, co-professionals and society as a whole;
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	

	the role of the architect within the design team and construction industry, recognising the importance of current methods and trends in the construction of the built environment ;
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	

	the potential impact of building projects on existing and proposed communities.
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	
	
	
	
	•

	7 Understanding of the methods of investigation and preparation of the brief for a design project 

The graduate will have an understanding of:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	critically reviewing precedents relevant to the function, organisation, and technological strategy of design projects;
	
	
	
	•
	•
	
	
	
	•
	•
	
	
	
	•
	•

	appraising and preparing building briefs of diverse scales and types to define user requirements, and their appropriateness to site and context;
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	•
	•
	
	•
	•
	•
	•

	the contributions of architects and co-professionals to the formulation of the brief, and the methods of investigation used in its preparation.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	•
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	•

	8 Understanding of the structural design, constructional and engineering problems associated with building design 
The graduate will have an understanding of:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	the investigation and critical appraisal of alternative structural, constructional and material systems relevant to architectural design;
	
	•
	
	
	•
	
	•
	
	•
	•
	
	•
	
	•
	•

	strategies for building construction, and ability to integrate knowledge of structural theories and construction techniques;
	
	•
	
	•
	•
	
	•
	
	•
	•
	
	•
	
	•
	•

	the physical properties and characteristics of building materials, components and systems, and the environmental impact of specification choices.
	
	•
	
	
	•
	
	•
	
	•
	•
	
	•
	
	•
	•

	9 Adequate knowledge of physical problems and technologies and the function of buildings so as to provide them with internal conditions of comfort and protection against the climate 
The graduate will have an adequate knowledge of:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	principles associated with designing optimum visual, thermal and acoustic environments;
	
	•
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	

	alternative systems for environmental comfort realised within relevant precepts of sustainable design, and ability to critically appraise these;
	
	•
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	

	strategies for building services in a design project, and ability to integrate an understanding of environmental theories and techniques.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	•
	
	•
	
	
	•

	10 The necessary design skills to meet building users' requirements within the constraints imposed by cost factors and building regulations 
The graduate will have the skills to:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	critically examine the financial factors implied in varying building types, constructional systems, and specification choices, and the impact of these on architectural design;
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	•
	
	•

	understand the cost control mechanisms which operate during the development of a project;
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	

	prepare designs that will meet building users' requirements and comply with UK legislation and health and safety requirements, both during construction and occupation.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	
	•
	•

	11 Adequate knowledge of the industries, organisations, regulations and procedures involved in translating design concepts into buildings and integrating plans into overall planning 

The graduate will have an adequate knowledge of:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	the fundamental legal, professional and statutory responsibilities of the architect, and the organisations, regulations and procedures involved in the negotiation and approval of architectural designs, including land law, development control, building regulations and health and safety legislation
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	

	the professional inter-relationships of individuals and organisations involved in procuring and delivering architectural projects, and how these are defined through contractual and organisational structures
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	

	the basic management theories and business principles related to running both an architects' practice and architectural projects, recognising current and emerging trends in the construction industry.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	


PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT PLANNING                                   

Main Modules that deliver PDP Content (over-arching, connecting modules)


M.Arch/
YEAR OUT
	Reflective Learning Journal

Design Development Portfolio

Connects all modules in Year 1

	Reflective Journal

Integrated Design

Development Portfolio

Connects all modules in Year 2 and learning journal

	Professional Practice Coursework

Professionally presented portfolio and CV
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	First Year
	
	Second Year
	
	Third Year

	
	
	
	
	

	TFA1840
DESIGN STUDIO 1

Basic Principles of Design

30 Credits


	
	TFA1841
DESIGN STUDIO 2

Theory and Form

30 Credits


	
	TIA1840
DESIGN STUDIO 3

Place and Architecture

30 Credits


	
	TIA1841
DESIGN STUDIO 4

Integrated Design

30 Credits
Or
TIA1842
DESIGN STUDIO 4

Integrated Design (European)

30 Credits

	
	THA1840
DESIGN STUDIO 5

Event, Space, Form
30 Credits


	
	THA1841
DESIGN STUDIO 6
Culture, Context, Place 

or

THA1842 
DESIGN STUDIO 6

Culture, Context, Place 

 (International)
30 Credits



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	TFA1440
PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 1

An Introduction to Communication Skills

20 Credits

	
	TIA1440
PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 2

Techniques of Representation

20 Credits
	
	THA1440
PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 3

Professional Studies

20 Credits



	
	
	
	
	

	TFA1240
Technology 1

An Introduction to Architectural Technology

20 Credits
	
	TIA1240
Technology 2

Integrated Technology

20 Credits


	
	THA1240
Technology 3

Materials and Tectonics
20 Credits



	
	
	
	
	

	TFA1121 HISTORY & THEORY 1

Spatial and Visual Culture

Foundation 

20 Credits


	
	TIA1121 HISTORY & THEORY 2

Place and Precedent

Intermediate

20 Credits
	
	THA1121 HISTORY AND THEORY 3

Architectural Dissertation
Honours

20 Credits
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Assessment schedule

Key

F: Formative review/feedback S: Summative Submission

IM: Internal Moderation EM: External Moderation

P: Portfolio
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CAB Model

	Model 
	Mode of Study
	Course Start Month
	Length before Main CAB
	Expected Month for Main CAB

	A
	UGT FT
	September
	9 months
	June
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